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What is a DMP and why do one?

A short plan explaining what data will be created and how it will be 
managed and shared

• Make informed decisions to anticipate and avoid problems 

• Avoid duplication, data loss and security breaches 

• Develop procedures early on for consistency

• Ensure data are accurate, complete, reliable and secure

• Save time and effort to make their lives easier!

DMPs should evolve as you conduct research. Plans change!



How does DMPonline help?

Online tool to help researchers develop Data Management Plans, 
tailored to their context

DMP

Requirements from 
funders, institutions 

and others

Guidance and examples from 
your funder, uni, research 

community and others



What is DMPRoadmap?

An open source platform for all things DMP

The codebase used to deliver DMPonline, the DMPTool, 
DMPOPIDoR, DMPTuuli, DMPAssistant and many other services

Managed by DCC and UC3 with community input: 
https://github.com/DMPRoadmap

https://github.com/DMPRoadmap


DMP guidelines and content

https://github.com/DMPRoadmap/roadmap/wiki/Themes

https://github.com/DMPRoadmap/roadmap/wiki/Themes


Create plan wizard

• Simplified set of questions to get started

• Easier to point to institutional guidance

• Accessible dropdown boxes



Configurable guidance

• Choose different organisations e.g. research partners

• Turn guidance on/off as you write plan



Write plan with examples and guidance



Integrate catalogues to guide answers

Have integrated RDA metadata standards directory

Possibilities for recommending repositories, pulling in 
grant numbers from funder databases etc



What H2020 DMP writers prioritised

Marjan Grootveld, Ellen Leenarts, Sarah Jones, Emilie Hermans, & Eliane 
Fankhauser. (2018). OpenAIRE and FAIR Data Expert Group survey about 
Horizon 2020 template for Data Management Plans (Version 1.0.0) [Data 
set]. Zenodo. http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1120245

http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1120245


Sharing DMPs

Plans are private by default, but 
can be shared organisationally 

or made public.



Plan publishing

But also via:
• Repository deposit
• Journal publishing e.g. RIOjournal - https://riojournal.com
• LIBER catalogue - https://libereurope.eu/dmpcatalogue
• …..

https://dmponline.dcc.ac.uk/public_plans

https://zenodo.org/record/1120245

https://riojournal.com/
https://libereurope.eu/dmpcatalogue
https://dmponline.dcc.ac.uk/public_plans
https://zenodo.org/record/1120245


Improved administrator controls

• Easier customisation workflow

• Plan review / feedback controls

• Access to all org plans

• Usage dashboard

• Branding

• …



Vision for future: machine-actionable DMPs 

Transform static documents in active, machine-actionable DMPs 
that exchange data across systems to enable:

• Researchers to manage, share and discover data more easily

• Infrastructure providers to plan their resources

• Institutions to provide effective data services

• Funders to monitor data-related activities



RDA common standards for DMPs

Aim to develop a common data model to 
enable tools and systems involved in 
processing research data to read and 
write information to/from DMPs

Source: Tomasz Miksa, Peter Neish, Paul Walk, & Andreas Rauber. (2018). Defining 
requirements for machine-actionable Data Management Plans (Version preprint). 
Zenodo. http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1266211

https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/dmp-
common-standards-wg

http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1266211
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/dmp-common-standards-wg


Where to find out more?

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1174283
https://activedmps.org

https://github.com/DMPRoadmap

Follow us on twitter:
@DMPonline and #DMPonline

@digitalcuration and #ukdcc
https://dmponline.dcc.ac.uk

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1174283
https://activedmps.org/
https://github.com/DMPRoadmap
https://dmponline.dcc.ac.uk/


DATA STEWARDSHIP WIZARD
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Management

Stewardship

EternityProject



Reusable



FAIR



Findable:
F1. (meta)data are assigned a globally unique 

and persistent identifier;

F2. data are described with rich metadata;

F3. metadata clearly and explicitly include the 

identifier of the data it describes;

F4. (meta)data are registered or indexed in a 

searchable resource;

Interoperable:
I1. (meta)data use a formal, accessible, shared, 

and broadly applicable language for knowledge 

representation.

I2. (meta)data use vocabularies that follow 

FAIR principles;

I3. (meta)data include qualified references to 

other (meta)data;

Reusable:
R1. meta(data) are richly described with a 

plurality of accurate and relevant attributes;

R1.1. (meta)data are released with a clear and 

accessible data usage license;

R1.2. (meta)data are associated with detailed 

provenance;

R1.3. (meta)data meet domain-relevant 

community standards;

Accessible:
A1. (meta)data are retrievable by their identifier 

using a standardized communications protocol;

A1.1 the protocol is open, free, and universally 

implementable;

A1.2. the protocol allows for an authentication 

and authorization procedure, where necessary;

A2. metadata are accessible, even when the data 

are no longer available;









Irritant

Painful

Dangerous



In preparing for battle I 

have always found that 

plans are useless, but 

planning is indispensable.

Dwight D. Eisenhower













Thanks to:

And all the real experts 

(most of whom are in ELIXIR)

https://dsw.fairdata.solutions/

https://dsw.fairdata.solutions/

