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Ladies and Gentlemen,My name is Noel Campling, and I am director of Know-How here at the European Patent Academy.  I am delighted to welcome you to Munich and to the European Patent Office.I understand that you have already enjoyed a busy and informative day at BioM in Martinsreid yesterday, where experts from EBI showed you a number of useful bioinformatic search tools.  We are hoping that today we can complement that training with an introduction to the EPO‘s patent search tools, and also answer your questions with regard to patentability of biotechnological inventions. 



What is in today’s programme?

• Welcome & Introduction
• EMBL-EBI Literature Services and Applications
• EMBL-EBI text mining tools and mapping target and 

pathways to disease
• EMBL-EBI patent related services
• EPO services; resources for SMEs; the SLING project
• Patent information: esp@cenet
• How the EPO searches prior art in biotechnology
• Biotech patentability
• Wrap-up and Q&A; lunch
• Practical workshops on searching EMBL-EBI and EPO 

databases
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We have a packed programme ahead of us.  Between now and 10:35 experts from EMBL-EBI will be taking us through their services and products, building on what you heard yesterday.  These three presentations will be made by Jo McIntyre, Dietrich Rebholz-Schuhmann and Jennifer McDowall.After a coffee break, we will resume at 11:00 for Stephane Nauche to introduce the EPO‘s resources and speak about the SLING project which has done so much to strengthen the relationship between the EPO and EMBL-EBI.  Then David Evans, one of our patent information experts from Vienna, will introduce the espacenet database, which you will get the chance to play with later in the afternoon if you are staying on for the workshop sessions.  He will be followed by two presentations from Titus Vogt, who will explain how the EPO searches biotechnological inventions, and how we assess the patentability of such inventions.Pascal Kahlem from EMBL-EBI will lead a short question-and-answer session to wrap-up the morning and take us into lunch around 13:00.  After lunch two parallel workshop sessions will give you a chance to get hands-on experience with some of the EMBL-EBI and EPO tools introduced to you during the morning.  These workshops will be led by Jennifer McDowell and David Evans.  If you are not too exhausted we hope that you will be our guests at a short feedback session and cocktail planned for five o‘clock.



38 member states

European patent applications and 
patents can also be extended at the 
applicant's request to Montenegro 
and Bosnia-Herzegovina 

Albania • Austria • Belgium • 
Bulgaria • Croatia • Cyprus • 
Czech Republic • Denmark • 
Estonia • Finland • France • 
Germany • Greece • Hungary • 
Iceland • Ireland • Italy • Latvia • 
Liechtenstein • Lithuania • 
Luxembourg • Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia • Malta • 
Monaco • Netherlands • Norway • 
Poland • Portugal • Romania • 
San Marino • Serbia • Slovakia • 
Slovenia • Spain • Sweden • 
Switzerland • Turkey • United 
Kingdom
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Please permit me a couple of minutes to put the European Patent Office and our operations in context for you.As you can see from this map, the European Patent Organisation comprises far more member states than the European Union, whose 27 members are all part of the European Patent Organisation.  However, our “club“ also includes such notable EU absentees as Norway, Switzerland and Turkey.  Our most recent member, Serbia, joined just three weeks ago.Every member state of the EPO has agreed that the European Patent Office has the power to search, examine and grant patents which will have binding effect in their country without any further approval process at their national patent office, though often translations are required before EPO patents take effect in their country.  This means that an application can be made to us in just English or French or German, and will be handled by us all the way to grant (a process lasting three or more years) before any translations need to be filed.  Better to know you have a granted patent in your hand before translating it into dozens of European languages!



Autonomy

• Second largest 
intergovernmental 
institution in Europe

• Not an EU institution

• Self-financing, i.e. 
revenue from fees 
covers operating and
capital expenditure
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So, now that I‘ve distinguished the EPO from the European Union, it should be clear that we are not an EU institution.  Rather, we were established by a separate inter-governmental treaty, called the European Patent Convention, with which the patent laws of all our member states have been aligned so that we all examine and grant patents to the same standards of patentability.It might also be refreshing to learn that unlike most public institutions you might think of, we do not consume tax-payers‘ money.  We are funded entirely from the fees paid by patent applicants, both in getting their patents and then maintaining them in force through the payment of annual renewal fees.  In fact, the patent system is a bit of a money spinner, and renewal fee revenue subsidises the activities of many of our member states‘ governments.



Number of staff in 2009

Munich 3 718

The Hague 2 710

Berlin 274

Vienna 112

Total 6 818

Around 60% are 
patent examiners

Brussels 4
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How many staff do we have?  Lots and lots!  Over three and half thousand here in Munich, and over two and half thousand in The Hague.  We have a small office in Berlin, and Vienna is our centre of excellence for patent information.  We have a diplomatic mission in Brussels to facilitate our relationship with the European Commission.
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And how many patent applications do we receive?  Lots and lots!  The figures vary from year to year, but it is around 130 to 140 thousand applications per year, coming via two routes: either direct to us, or via the international patent application system administered by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in Geneva – the so-called “Patent Co-operation Treaty“ (PCT).In 2009 we received some 7168 applications for inventions in the biotechnology area.



European patents granted
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The EPO grants only ca 40% of all applications received
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Notice how the EPO grants barely 40% of all the applications we receive.  I hope this makes it clear that we place a very high priority on quality.  It would be easy and more profitable for us to grant far more patents, but patents are powerful tools in the marketplace and should not be granted lightly.  If our examiners uncover evidence that an invention is not new or not inventive, in light of technologies already disclosed, we will refuse the application or at the very least demand amendment and restriction of its scope.  We granted just 2749 applications in the biotechnology field last year, around 38% compared with the number of applications filed in that year.  (Of course, many of the applications filed in 2009 will not be examined until 2011-2012).  This means that biotechnology inventions accounted for just over 5% of all granted patents from the EPO last year.



Applications by residence of applicant (2009)
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My final slide of statistics shows just where our applications come from.  As you can see, it is an almost perfect 50-50 split between applicatison coming form EPo member states, and applicatiosn coming from outside of Europe, principally from teh USA (about 25%) and Japan (about 15%).I hope, ladies and gentlemen, that this serves to remind you that patents are not necessarily filed only in the country where the invention is developed, but rather in all those countries where the inventor has a market they wish to protect.  So those quarter of applications coming from the USA represent United States companies wishing to protect the European market for their inventions.Before I finish delaying your Forum, I wish to take a moment to thank Dr Dominic Clark and his colleagues at EMBL-EBI (Cambridge) for their excellent co-operation in bringing this Forum from planning to reality.  We are also indebted to Dr Mathias Lamparter and his colleagues from BioM for doing such a good job yesterday.  This Forum ideally illustrates the co-operative model towards training which the European Patent Academy is pleased to encourage and support.Now it is time for me to hand-over to the first of our experts, Jo McIntyre, who is going to talk about the Literature Services and Application Services from EMBL-EBI.I wish you all a successful second day of the Forum, and hope to see you again at future Academy trainings.Thank you.
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