
Contact us: www.elixir-europe.org/news 

Mary Todd Bergman, Senior Communications Officer, EMBL-EBI, Hinxton, UK. Tel +44 1223 494 665; contawctpress@ebi.ac.uk 

Lindsey Crosswell, Head of External Relations, EMBL-EBI, Hinxton, UK. Tel +44 1223 494 623; contactpress@ebi.ac.uk 

Press Release
ELIXIR Appoints Founding Director
Dr Niklas Blomberg to lead infrastructure for biological information

Hinxton, 5 Feb 2013 - The Interim ELIXIR Board is delighted 
to announce the appointment of Dr Niklas Blomberg to the 
newly created post of ELIXIR Founding Director. 

ELIXIR, the pan-European infrastructure for biological 
information, officially entered its implementation phase 
in January 2013. ELIXIR’s core objective is to ensure that 
Europe can continue to handle a rapidly growing volume and 
variety of data from high-throughput experiments such as 
DNA sequencing. Proper management of this information 
promotes knowledge-based economic growth and facilitates 
the translation of research into innovations that meet global 
challenges in food security, energy and health. The building 
which houses the ELIXIR Hub, funded by the UK Large 
Facilities Capital Fund, is under construction on the Wellcome 
Trust Genome Campus near Cambridge in the UK.

Dr Blomberg, a Swedish national, holds a BSc in Chemistry 
from Göteborg University and a PhD from the European 
Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL), Heidelberg. 
He is currently Principal Scientist and Team Leader in 
Computational Chemistry and Computational Biology at 
AstraZeneca R&D Mölndal, Sweden, where he has enjoyed 
a successful career since 1999.  In addition, he has been an 
industry advisor in national eScience initiatives and an active 
participant in cross-industry research programmes. “Today’s 
announcement marks a very important milestone for ELIXIR 
and is indicative of the enormous progress that has been made 
by the ELIXIR Member States towards the implementation 
of the project,” said Prof Søren Brunak of the Technical 
University, Denmark, Chair of the ELIXIR Interim Board. 
“Niklas is greatly respected by his fellow bioinformwaticians 
in industry, by his colleagues in basic research and by leaders 
in life science data provision. He brings to ELIXIR a wealth 
of experience coupled with excellent strategic leadership 
skills, which will be critical in meeting the challenges of 
the planning and operational development of this crucial 
research infrastructure.”

“I am honoured to have been chosen to lead ELIXIR at such an 
important juncture in its implementation,” said Dr Blomberg, 
who will take up his new post on 1 May, based at the European 
Molecular Laboratory’s European Bioinformatics Institute 
in Hinxton, Cambridge, UK. “I passionately believe Europe 
needs robust bioinformatics services to meet the needs of 
biomedical research in both the academic and industrial 
sectors. World-class research infrastructures are the drivers of 
innovation and have a vital role to play in economic recovery 
and competitiveness. I am excited to apply my industry 
experience to build bridges between the bioinformatics 
communities throughout Europe and beyond”.
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NOTES TO EDITORS

About ELIXIR
The purpose of ELIXIR is to develop the plan for a sustainable infrastructure for biological information in Europe. This plan 
focuses on generating stable funding for Europe’s most important publicly accessible databases of molecular biological 
information, and the development of a compute infrastructure that can cope with the biological data deluge. ELIXIR is one of 
44 research infrastructures recommended by the European Strategy Forum for Research Infrastructures (ESFRI, http://cordis.
europa.eu/esfri/) as being of key strategic importance to Europe’s future. ELIXIR holds a special place among these because 
it will provide infrastructure for the other biological, medical and environmental research infrastructures being developed. 
ELIXIR will provide: data resources; bio-compute centres; an infrastructure for integration of biological data, software tools 
and services throughout and beyond Europe; support for other European infrastructures in biomedical and environmental 
research; and services for the research community, including training and standards development. This will enable ELIXIR’s 
users to meet the European Grand Challenges, which are almost all biological, namely: healthcare for an aging population, 
a sustainable food supply, competitive pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries and protection of the environment. To 
date, Finland, Denmark, Spain, Sweden and the UK have committed funds to ELIXIR and the project is actively seeking the 
support of other nations. www.elixir-europe.org

About EMBL-EBI
The European Bioinformatics Institute (EBI) is part of the European Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL) and is located on 
the Wellcome Trust Genome Campus in Hinxton near Cambridge, UK. The EBI grew out of EMBL's pioneering work in providing 
public biological databases to the research community. It hosts some of the world’s most important collections of biological 
data, including DNA sequences (ENA), protein sequences (UniProt), animal genomes (Ensembl), 3D structures (the Protein 
Databank in Europe), data from gene expression experiments (ArrayExpress), protein-protein interactions (IntAct) and 
pathway information (Reactome). EMBL-EBI hosts several research groups and its scientists continually develop new tools for 
the biocomputing community. www.ebi.ac.uk

About EMBL
The European Molecular Biology Laboratory is a basic research institute funded by public research monies from 20 member 
states (Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom) and associate member state 
Australia. Research at EMBL is conducted by approximately 85 independent groups covering the spectrum of molecular 
biology. The Laboratory has five units: the main Laboratory in Heidelberg, and outstations in Grenoble, Hamburg, Hinxton 
and Monterotondo (near Rome). The cornerstones of EMBL’s mission are: to perform basic research in molecular biology; 
to train scientists, students and visitors at all levels; to offer vital services to scientists in the member states; to develop new 
instruments and methods in the life sciences and to actively engage in technology transfer activities. Around 190 students are 
enrolled in EMBL’s International PhD programme. Additionally, the Laboratory offers a platform for dialogue with the general 
public through science communication activities such as lecture series, visitor programmes and the dissemination of scientific 
achievements. www.embl.org
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